
Joint Letter in Support of Public Education – Delphi and Carroll Consolidated School Corporations 

3/4/2021 

Dear Parents and Patrons of Carroll County, 

There is a huge debate going on in the state of Indiana regarding funding for education.  The state legislature 

plans to increase funding for education during this pandemic.  However, the legislature is debating whether to 

increase funding for the 1,000,000 students in public schools or for the 100,000 students in private, parochial, 

or online schools. 

Indiana ranks 39th in the nation in education funding, just ahead of Mississippi.  Legislators like to brag about 

the dollars they have put into Education but since 2010, $1 billion has been diverted from public schools to 

“private” options. 

Indiana very likely has the greatest number of options for school choice.  90% of all students choose public 

schools, but the other 10% can do home-schooling, charter schools, innovation schools, or virtual schools.  

There is a very uneven playing field with all of these choices.   

 Public schools must accept all students who walk through the doors; private options may pick and 

choose.   

 Public schools must employ state licensed teachers; private options do not. 

 Public schools must test and share results of student progress; private options have no state testing. 

 Public schools are audited by the state every two years to ensure legal spending and private options are 

not audited.  Recently an online school defrauded the state out of $86,000,000 and the state has taken 

no action to recover the funds. 

Knowing that public and private schools play by different rules, what direction is the state legislature taking?  

Three major bills are in play to greatly increase funding for private schools. 

 House Bill (HB) 1005 provides for more Choice Scholarships ($125 million over the next two years).   

 Education Savings Accounts will provide another $19 million for parents using private schools. 

 Senate Bill (SB) 412 establishes Indiana Education Savings Accounts.  If you put money in this 

account for use in a private school, 50% of that contribution is a credit against state income taxes.  

This bill did not get out of committee but could reappear in the final budget.  SB 413 expands Choice 

Scholarships. 

So what is the big deal to parents and taxpayers?  With this unfair, unequal system the public schools which 

are fully accountable and regulated will continue to decline.  If you are a family in poverty or live in a rural 

area, your choices are very limited.  Teachers will continue to get lower pay and programs will need to be cut.  

Tell your legislator that you want taxpayer education dollars to go to PUBLIC schools where your children 

attend.  If you don’t know your state representative’s or state senator’s names, see the second page.  Please 

reach out now and help save PUBLIC SCHOOLS in Carroll County and all of Indiana.  If we do nothing, that 

is exactly what we will get from the legislature. 

The second page is also a very good graphic of what is happening to Indiana public school funding. 

                                                    Delphi Schools   Carroll Schools 

Superintendent   Dan Ronk   Keith Thackery  

School Board President   Kirk Schwarzkopf  Eric Johnson    

Teacher Association Leader        Tim Conner   Alesia Brown   Ryan Duff 



Leaky bucket: legislature diverts K-12 tuition support funding from public schools 

Source: https://www.indianacoalitionforpubliced.org/2021/02/16/a-leaky-bucket-legislature-diverts-k-12-

tuition-support-funding/ 

State House Representatives for Carroll County  State Senators for Carroll County 

 

Don Lehe: 800-382-9841, h25@iga.in.gov   Brian Buchanan: 800-382-9841, Senator.Buchanon@iga.in.gov 

 

Heath VanNatter 800-382-9841, h38@iga.in.gov  Stacey Donato: 800-382-9841, Senator.Donato@iga.in.gov 

 

Visit http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/ to find your specific legislators. 
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